
 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
May 8, 2020 
Page 1 of 2 
 
 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 8, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Solid Waste Manager Josh Whipple, Health Officer Pam Fortner, Assessor Dave Marazoff, Director of 
Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler,  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated the case numbers: 2843 cases and 1165 have recovered, with 114 deaths. There was a 
brief discussion about the blue bags offered to residents by the Town to pick up roadside trash and who 
would be ordering them. Fortner said she could order them and would request reimbursement for them 
from Homeland Security.  
 
Whipple gave an update on the Recycling Center saying that it will be open on May 19th for recycling but 
it will be different than in the past.  Starting in May there will be bins available for residents to sort the 
recyclables. He mentioned mixed paper, newspaper, and office paper. He noted that the Center will 
have dumping hoppers for materials. He added that he hopes they can again generate revenue for the 
Town. Whipple said he will have a flyer for residents about the changes and he expects a surge in 
recyclables when they reopen because some residents have been saving their recyclables.  Whipple said 
staff will be assisting residents until they get used to the new procedures.  Whipple noted that 
cardboard will be stored for up to a week before handling it to avoid picking up the virus.  Branley noted 
that information is already on the website and Facebook and people are reacting positively. 
 
Bachler gave an update on outreach to local business. He said of the 15 businesses that have been 
contacted 8 have received Paycheck Protection Program funding. He also spoke about a new form for 
outdoor dining authorization, which he expects to have ready by Monday. This will enable restaurants 
who do not currently have outdoor dining comply with the Governor’s executive orders while protecting 
the safety of customers and staff. He noted that he will be bringing the form to the Planning Board to 
inform them but since the Board of Selectmen have given this form priority and they want to have to 
out as soon as possible, the form will be ready on Monday. Hutwelker said he hoped to see the form 
expedited and Bachler assured him it would be. Colby also stressed the urgency to have the form out on 
Monday.  

http://www.zoom.us/
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Branley noted that Senator Kahn was not able to make this meeting but he did email Branley stating that 
he had followed up on the questions regarding the re-opening of camps and beaches, reaching out to 
the channels of contacts he has.  Branley said the Town appreciates Kahn’s efforts on its behalf. 
 
Marazoff spoke about being just days away from finalizing the tax warrant. He noted that tax bills will be 
out in next 2 weeks or so.  
 
Colby asked if paving of Eaton Road was completed and Branley said essentially it is complete with 
perhaps the exception of driveway aprons.  
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 20, 2020 
 


